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Mrs. Rosita Forbes he was told strange stories of two "lost" oases
away to the south-east, which no white man and few natives had seen.
It was eight years since a caravan had gone from Kufara in that direction,
and it had been wiped out on the frontier of Darfur in the Sudan.
He decided to visit these oases and travel on to Darfur.
Six days* hard travelling from Kuf ara brought him to Arkenu, the
first of the two mysterious oases. There were no inhabitants to be seen,
but there was herbage for the camels among the rocky hills. They
could find no wells, but rain-water had collected in hollows of the
, rocks. The expedition stayed here for four days in order to recuperate,
and then pushed on to the second oasis, named Uweinat. Here they
found a small village, built among the rocks; there were 150 inhabitants,
and their nearest neighbours were 200 miles away. While exploring
the district Hassanein Bey found rock engravings depicting processions
of giraffes, lions, gazelles, ostriches, and other animals. One significant
omission was the camel, and Hassanein was driven to the conclusion
that once upon a time Uweinat- had been a fertile district where wild
animals were plentiful but camels did not exist.
Beyond Uweinat stretched the desert, where for 270 miles
there was no well. It was so scorching hot by day that the party
travelled at night time. At last they reached the hills of Erdi and
Ennedi, where they met the first human beings they had seen since
leaving Uweinat. They were very suspicious about the strangers who
had sprung like jinns out of the desert, but did not attack them. Forty-
five days after leaving Kufara the first village in Darfur was reached.
They were short of food and their clothes were in rags, but they had
accomplished a wonderful journey from one end of the Libyan Desert
to the other. Hundreds of miles of unknown country had been explored,
and the total distance travelled was about 2,200 miles.
EXPLORATION WORK IN CENTRAL ASIA
A T the dawn of the present century Central Asia was still largely a
/\ closed book to Europeans. The daring Swedish explorer, Dr. Sven
Hedin, filled in a lot of the blank spaces on the maps of this part of the
Asiatic continent. In the spring of 1895 he left Merket, a town on
the westerly edge of the great Takla-Makan Desert and after a terrible
ordeal which nearly cost the lives of the whole of his party, succeeded
>in crossing the desert from west to east. This was the first time a
crossing h3d'been made by Europeans.
TERRORS OF   THE   TAKLA-MAKAN  DESERT
V                ^
t The terror of the Takla-Makan Desert, which has an area equal
to that of Great Britain, is its sand dunes, which rise to the extra-
ordinary height of 350 ft. and cross one another at an angle so as to form
the meshes of a gigantic network. It was not long before tragedy
OTcrtook the footsteps of the little caravan. The weary men toiled up